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RAILWAY TURN-BACK SIDING 
Grievance 

MS S.E. WALKER (Nedlands) [9.09 am]:  My grievance is to the Minister for Planning and Infrastructure 
about the concerns of Daglish residents in my electorate that a major upheaval will be caused by the building of 
a major railway turn-back siding in the middle of their residential area.  I acknowledge the residents of Daglish 
who have come here this morning and are sitting in the public gallery.  They want to hear what the minister has 
to say about this unannounced, major proposal in the middle of their residential heritage area. 

This work will take six months to complete.  It is not a minimal project, obviously.  However, the first the 
residents knew of the project was when a letter was sent to them in September - last month - not from the Public 
Transport Authority but from a loss adjuster, alerting them that their properties could be damaged by siding 
construction works.  Obviously, the residents do not want their properties to be damaged by such works.  They 
feel outraged that the minister has not responded to their letters to her office or, more importantly, involved 
herself in any genuine community consultation with them, or any consultation at all.  They find this 
unbelievable, given the clear message on the minister’s web site. 

I will read from a letter sent to Hon Ed Dermer about this issue on 15 October.  It states -  

Alannah MacTiernan’s web page says that, through her government’s “community engagement 
initiatives” and by ensuring “numerous innovative community engagement techniques”, the government 
will reflect the views of the community.  She states that the government can “give new life to the 
concept of democracy - of government by the people - by weaving ordinary citizens more deeply into 
our decision-making processes; and through that process build community”.  However, by excluding 
affected residents . . . from a major planning decision resulting in a substantial increase of railway 
infrastructure along the railway reserve, and by ignoring the concerns of the residents of Daglish when 
the alarm was raised, the government has made a mockery of the Minister’s statement and the stated 
values of the Labor Party. 

In that letter to Hon Ed Dermer, the writer points out that many of these people are Labor Party voters and that 
they feel betrayed by the government, particularly in light of the fact that the Labor Party states on its web page 
that its highest goals are integrity, professionalism, transparency in decision making, openness and 
accountability.  They feel that they have been brought into this at the last minute.  They find this unbelievable, 
given the statements on the Labor Party’s web site. 

The residents are concerned that the Public Transport Authority is pushing through an infrastructure 
development that is designed to lock in crime in Daglish.  Their fears are not without foundation.  This railway 
siding is purported to be needed to enable trains travelling towards Fremantle to move off the main line and park 
without disrupting scheduled train movements to Perth.  The other reason - this might be the real reason - for 
building the siding is that it will enable a faster turnaround of people travelling from special events at Subiaco 
Oval.  This has really caused concern for the residents.  They say that special events at Subiaco Oval have been 
well managed to date under present arrangements.  Residents want to know what justification there is for the 
government spending millions of dollars on an unnecessary siding that will supposedly be used only 
occasionally. 

The government says that 10 minutes will be saved, but that does not wash with the residents.  They have the 
timetable from the Public Transport Authority.  The current turn-back siding in Claremont is only an extra five 
minutes away.  The residents are asking why the government is building this siding now in this residential area 
when it could, if it wanted to make the travel time shorter, build it at Karrakatta or Shenton Park, where it would 
not be in a residential area.  They feel that they are being used as default security agents for the railway.  That is 
not a glib comment.  The government has said that it will build a vandal-proof fence around this area so that 
vandals will not go in there - it did not build the turn-back siding on the Subiaco side, which is where people 
access the train, because it knew that it would attract vandals - and it is for the safety of residents. 

Many elderly people reside in Daglish.  Those residents feel that this minister has completely dismissed their 
concerns and fears, and that the railway is more important than their safety.  They are in the public gallery today 
to hear what the minister has to say.  They want to know what justification there is for the government spending 
millions of dollars on an unnecessary siding, which is supposed to be used only occasionally.  They say that they 
have been informed that the siding is not related to a decision to continue football fixtures at a redeveloped 
Subiaco Oval, and that should this decision be made, additional changes will be necessary.  Residents believe 
that if the oval redevelopment goes ahead, it does not augur well for future macro developments at Daglish 
station.  If it does not go ahead, no siding will be needed, and the current turn-back siding at Claremont 
Showgrounds, which is already constructed and only five minutes away, will be adequate for all needs. 
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Moreover, the residents want to know why a dead-end siding that was constructed at West Leederville 
apparently only a year or so ago is to be closed and a bigger turn-back siding is to be constructed there.  They 
want to know why expensive decisions are being made to upgrade railway infrastructure along the railway line if 
the Subiaco Oval redevelopment is not a foregone conclusion.  They want to know whether this is the thin end of 
the wedge for Daglish.  They believe that their concerns about vandals descending on their suburbs are relevant, 
and feel that because the siding could have been built at Karrakatta or Shenton Park, as I said, away from the 
residential area, they are being used by the minister.  There will be vandal-proof fences to stop graffiti and 
vandalism in a quiet residential area of heritage significance.  Many of the residents who are in the public gallery 
today are senior citizens.  The explanation that a train will take 10 minutes to turn around from Subiaco to 
Claremont is nonsense. 
Recently, the Public Transport Authority sent a letter to residents.  The minister says that the residents of Daglish 
are happy with the proposal.  However, on the weekend, the ratepayers of Subiaco collected 111 signatures from 
people to call on the City of Subiaco to hold a special meeting of electors to ask it to support a request to the 
minister to change her decision, which she has made unilaterally, about Daglish residents. 

I apologise to the Daglish residents.  I have only seven minutes in which to address the minister, so I cannot put 
all their views.  However, as I said, there are many elderly residents in Daglish, and many young people with 
children - some of those children are in the public gallery today.  They are concerned that with the minister 
plonking this siding right in the middle of their residential area, without community consultation, the value of 
their land will drop and they will be at risk.  They want an explanation from the minister. 

MS A.J.G. MacTIERNAN (Armadale - Minister for Planning and Infrastructure) [9.16 am]:  I 
acknowledge that I do not believe the Public Transport Authority has handled the process well.  I believe it was a 
mistake that the first time the residents were made aware of this matter was when they received a letter from the 
loss adjuster.  I am speaking to the Public Transport Authority about that.  I believe that is a very poor process.  I 
was away at the time this happened.  However, I understand that the chief executive officer of the Public 
Transport Authority has accepted that that was a bad process, and has written to the community and explained 
what is in fact being done.  I am at a loss, however, when we go to the substance of the matter, to see what the 
drama is about; I am absolutely at a loss.  An important piece of rail infrastructure runs through that area.  There 
is also an important facility for all the community of Perth in the Subiaco Oval.  No matter what decision is 
made regarding a future stadium site, that is at least eight years, if not a decade, away.  That is simply because of 
the time that it would take to make a decision on such a process and to have the development planned and built.  
That means that football will be played at Subiaco Oval for another eight years, at the very least. 

Many local residents of Subiaco, Daglish and the surrounding suburbs have agitated long and hard about parking 
in their area.  The impact of parking on people attending the - 

Ms S.E. Walker interjected. 

Ms A.J.G. MacTIERNAN:  I listened to the member in silence because, as she pointed out, we have only seven 
minutes.  Therefore, just as she had an opportunity to outline her case, it is important that I have an opportunity 
to outline my case.  We need to make provision for the efficient use of public transport if we are to get more 
people to leave their cars out of Subiaco and Daglish and to take the public transport option into Subiaco or West 
Leederville.   

Mr R.C. Kucera interjected. 

Ms A.J.G. MacTIERNAN:  That is right.  The local council, mindful of the interests of the residents, has made 
it harder and harder for people to park in that area.  That is the way in which it has responded to protect its 
residents.  The City of Subiaco has, at the same time, been very keen to argue that the government needs to do all 
it can to increase the level of public transport patronage to Subiaco Oval, and we have agreed with it.  We have 
been making a series of modifications to the rail infrastructure within the rail reserve, not outside the rail reserve, 
to achieve that outcome.  We have made changes at West Leederville railway station.  We have lengthened the 
platforms and we have created a siding at West Leederville station, where the special events train can wait for 
the event to finish.  The people attending that event can get on the train at the special siding at West Leederville 
station.  That will ensure that the normal services that are used by the people of Daglish and elsewhere are not 
interrupted, because the train is not sitting on the line; it is on the siding.  That is one efficiency.  We then 
thought that, because we want the crowds to move through quickly, we need to have another train on the 
interchange bench so that when the first train is full, the next train can whip in and cart the next group of people.  
It is all about efficient transport planning. 
Ms S.E. Walker interjected. 
The DEPUTY SPEAKER:  Order, member! 
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Ms A.J.G. MacTIERNAN:  We had to find somewhere that we could construct an interchange - 
Ms S.E. Walker:  You didn’t tell the residents. 

Ms A.J.G. MacTIERNAN:  Is the member interested in the reason that the government is doing this? 
Ms S.E. Walker:  No, you’re not explaining why. 
Ms A.J.G. MacTIERNAN:  Okay.  If the member is not interested, I have no intention of continuing. 
Several members interjected. 

The DEPUTY SPEAKER:  Order, members! 
Mr C.J. Barnett interjected. 

The DEPUTY SPEAKER:  I call the member for Cottesloe to order for the first time. 

Mr C.J. Barnett interjected. 

The DEPUTY SPEAKER:  Order, member for Cottesloe!  I am on my feet.  I have already called the member 
to order for the first time, and I do not wish to repeat it.  The member for Joondalup has the call. 
 


